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Read the article on pages 3–4
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HorseWorld Horse Rescue Discovery

GORDON’S BATTLE
Read about Gordon  
on page 6

GUNNER: HELPING 
WITH DISCOVERY
Read about Gunner’s rescue 
on page 10

STOP THE PAIN

Join our campaign  
to end the cruel  
long-term tethering of horses

Before

#BREAKTHECHAIN



Welcome

Donate with

Some supporters prefer to give a 

donation of a specific item rather 

than money. This may be in lieu of a 

present for a friend or just simply to 

know exactly how their donation will 

help rescued horses.

If you would like to make this sort of 

donation, we have set up an Amazon 
Wish List where you can buy specific 

items that the horses need and have 

them sent directly to HorseWorld. 

Every item donated will help give 

rescued horses a better life.

Please note, we don’t get notified of 

your identity when you buy from the 

Amazon Wish List so if you’d like us to 

send you a Thank You, please be sure 

to include a contact or message us to 

let us know you’ve sent it. Thank you.

www.horseworld.org.uk/amazonRegistered Charity Number: 1121920
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Kayleigh, Kia & Dakota

What a busy year we’ve had.

The grooms have made fantastic progress 
with an extremely tricky group of horses 
that were part of a huge rescue operation. 
They have had a 100% rehabilitation 
success rate compared to other groups/
charities where many had to be euthanised 
due to their behaviour. Altogether we took 
in 15 horses from this rescue, 13 initially 
and then two foals born on site. We have 
even managed to find loving new loan 
homes for 6 of them.

Dakota is one little mare that really 
stands out from this group. She arrived 
looking thin and frail and with a foal at 
foot. She gave birth to a lovely looking 
colt the following spring but sadly he did 
not survive. Dakota was as frightened of 
people as it is possible to be and when 
she then went on to develop sweet itch 
we thought we would have no chance of 
helping her. But the grooms have worked 
tirelessly to bring her round and she is now 
flourishing as a super little agility pony!

Sarah Hollister
Equine Welfare Manager

Follow us

@HorseWorldTrust 
www.horseworld.org.uk



Break the Chain
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Catena and Foal, Salisbury

Shetland pony tethered

By The Mall Cribbs Causeway

HorseWorld are running a campaign 
to end the cruel practice of 
tethering a horse for long periods 
of time. Members of the public 
are often shocked, surprised and 
angered to see horses tethered by 
their necks using chains connected 
to metal stakes in the ground and 
left in unsuitable and dangerous 
locations. It is estimated that as 
many as 3,500 horses are tethered 
across the UK at any one time.

Horses are often left tethered on 
grass verges next to busy roads or 
roundabouts where they pose a 
danger to themselves, motorists and 
members of the public. As tethering 
is currently legal, charities are 
powerless to help the poor animals 
left in these conditions. 

These horses can be seen out in all 
weather conditions with no shade or 
shelter. If tethered to or near a tree, 
the horse can become entangled 
and injure itself. If tethered in open 
ground, it has no way of avoiding the 
heat from the sun, wind, rain or flies. 
Any grazing a tethered horse has 
access to will quickly become churned 
up and contaminated with droppings. 



Many are left with no 
water and, if they do 
have a bucket, the chain 
they are tethered with 
quickly gets caught 
around it and pulls it 
over leaving them with 
nothing.

As horses are herd 
animals, they need social 
interaction with other 
horses, sadly there is 
no way for a tethered 
horse to safely have 
this interaction. Whilst 
chained to the ground, 
a frightened horse is 
also denied the ability 
to run, the most basic 

instinct of a prey 
animal. The long-term 
psychological effect of 
being restrained and 
isolated in this way 
day after day  
can be torture.

#BreakTheChain 
campaign was launched 
by HorseWorld at the 
Horse of the Year Show 
2018 to change the 
law so it restricts the 
legal amount of time a 
horse, pony or donkey 
can be tethered to, at 
most, 24 hours. The 
campaign would also 
see a complete ban on 
tethering animals in 
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Visit www.BreakTheChain.org.uk you can make your voice heard  
by sending a pre-written email to your MP in just a few clicks. 

unsafe locations such as 
roadsides, roundabouts 
and other public land 
that may pose a risk to 
both animal and the 
public. It would also 
enforce a policy which 
states: ‘if your only 
recourse for keeping a 
horse is tethering, you 
should not be permitted 
to own that animal’.

Tethered Horse Cribbs Causeway, Bristol

Horse of the Year Show
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The responsibility of 
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Here at HorseWorld, 
the most frequent calls 
we get are to attend 
horses that have been 
neglected. 

We were recently called 
to attend to a horse 
being illegally grazed 
who had very swollen 
eyes and overgrown 
hooves. The police 
and vet met us at the 
site but it was not 
clear who the owner 
was as the horse was 
not microchipped. 
Without legal grounds 
to remove him we 
could only attend to 
the horse at the scene. 
It was clear that he 
needed immediate 
veterinary attention 

so with permission 
from the police, we 
asked the vet to help. 
He treated the horse’s 
eyes for conjunctivitis 
and trimmed back his 
hooves. His welfare 
is continuing to be 
monitored.

Many people get 
horses without fully 
understanding the 
commitment involved in 
looking after them. Due 
to overbreeding, many 
horses are cheap to buy 
or even free so it is easy 
to take one on without 
considering the impact. 
Horses are costly to keep 
and need to be checked 
on twice a day even if 
they are living outside. A 
horse with an injury or 
illness can go downhill 
very quickly if not found 
and treated. We would 
urge anyone thinking 
of getting a horse 
to do their research 
thoroughly and know 

Trimming the hooves

horse ownership 
what is involved both cost 
and time-wise.  A good 
way to get an idea of the 
level of commitment 
required is to help 
another horse owner 
with their horses for a 
while or maybe loan or 
part-loan a horse before 
committing to having 
your own. 

If you do decide that 
you would like a horse, 
HorseWorld have a 
rehoming scheme where 
people living in the 
South-West can offer a 
home to a rescued horse 
therefore freeing up 
space on the farm for 
the next one in need of 
rescue. 

Conjunctivitis 
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In February 2018 we were called to a 
thoroughbred horse who was discovered 
shut in a stable with no food or hay and 
stood in ankle-deep faeces. 

He was wearing a rug but appeared to be 
thin and also had an anti-crib collar on. This 
is a collar which pinches the neck when 
the horse bites on a solid object and pulls 
back. It was clear the collar had not been 
checked or removed in a long time and was 
causing him significant discomfort.

HorseWorld were approached to transport 
and board the horse. On our arrival he was 
being examined by a vet in the presence of 
an RSPCA inspector. The horse, a gelding 
who we later named Gordon, appeared 
underweight and had a very swollen back 

leg. He showed a quiet temperament and 
was easy to handle. 

Gordon was generally in an unkempt 
condition with matts and burdocks in 
his mane and tail. His legs were covered 
in a thick substance that looked like 
dried faeces and urine. Once police 
support had arrived he was taken back 
to HorseWorld.

Gordon has settled in well and is thriving 
in his new environment. He is now at 
the right weight and his leg has healed. 
He has made friends with a couple of 
the older geldings and now that he is 
no longer confined to a stable, his bad 
habits have dramatically reduced.

Before

Gordon’s
BattleGordon safe at HorseWorld

After



A huge great big THANK YOU to...

l   Diane Clarke 
for donating her 
fabulous knitted 
donkeys which are 
always a hit at the 
Open Days.

l  10-year-old Neela 
Buckle raised £325 
for HorseWorld 
by paddleboarding 
across Lake 
Windermere, a 
distance of 18km! 

l   Isobel Jagger for donating several 
boxes of horse themed blankets for us 
to sell.
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l  Avon & Somerset Mounted Police 
Officer, Tracy Small for giving up 
her day off to bring Wessex the 
police horse to our Open Day.

l  Photographer, Jiri Kolar has given 
up his time and skills to take some 
fantastic pictures for us. 
Kalidron.photography

l  Thank you to everyone for donating raffle 
prizes:

l  Gloria Smerdon who donated hampers 
for the Open Days.

KEYNSHAM

BRISTOL

Discovery Courses

We have been fortunate enough to have 
some funding from several Trusts and 
Foundations. This has helped us support 
a huge number of students that would 
have otherwise been unable to access the 
project. So a big ‘Thank you’ to The John 
James Bristol Foundation, Tesco Bags for 
Life, Dame Violet Wills Will Trust, Mrs DM 
France - Hayhurst Foundation, The Avon 
& Somerset Police Community Trust, The 
One Family Foundation and Marjorie and 
Geoffrey Jones Charitable Trust, for the 
support they have given and the lives they 
have touched.

We also would like to thank Bonnie Brown 
a student who is also a keen photographer. 
She has captured some great pictures of the 
residents here at HorseWorld and has made 
a charity calendar which will be available to 
buy at www.horseworld.org.uk/shop

l  Pete Atkins who brought his 
PonyCycles to our Open Day.

l   Valerie Smith for donating lovely 
handmade knitted sheep bags, 
purses, scarves and hats for us to sell.

l   HorseShoeArtUK for providing 
prizes for Open Day competitions.

l   Jan Barkworth for providing plants 
sold at Open Days.

l   Everyone who baked cakes, cookies 
etc for us to sell at Open Days.
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and goodbyes
Hello

Thank you to all our volunteers, 

horses and supporters

Barney
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Jerry
We bring you the very sad news that 
Discovery horses, Jerry and Barney have 
sadly passed away.

Jerry was 23 years old and had been 
suffering with several underlying health 
issues. He was simply the kindest, gentlest, 
most sensitive pony who helped so many 
young people believe in themselves again, 
that he will continue to live on through the 
work that we do at Discovery.

We have also had to say goodbye to 
Barney who has been struggling with 
a ligament injury in his front foot for 
nearly 2 years. Every course of veterinary 
treatment we tried could only temporarily 
relieve the pain. Barney truly touched the 
hearts of every person he has been near.

We celebrated ten years of Discovery at the end of the very 
long hot summer and are now running courses 5 days a week 
and working with over 40 children a term. This is the busiest 
we have ever been but fortunately lots of new volunteers 
started working with us this year.

The volunteers have been a fantastic help and have made a 
great impact on all the young people they have worked with. 
Without all the support they give us, we couldn’t help as 
many children and young people as we do.

Thank you to all our volunteers, horses and supporters for 
helping improve the lives of those on the Discovery courses, 
we are eternally grateful.



Gunner: 
Helping with 
Discovery
Gunner was rescued in 2013 in an 
emaciated state with terribly sore 
skin. He was less than 3 years old at 
the time. His digestive system was 
under-developed and struggling due to 
prolonged malnutrition. 

Once finally fit, healthy and old enough, 
it became evident that he would be 
well suited to working with children in 
HorseWorld’s Discovery Courses as part 
of a team of horses of various breeds and 
sizes.

Discovery is a unique programme that 
boosts the confidence, emotional well-
being and life-chances of vulnerable 
young people through bringing them 
together with gentle rescued horses. 

Being with horses is proven to 
reduce stress and promote calmness, 
concentration and empathy. The children 
are partnered with ponies and undertake 
carefully designed activities that engage 
them in learning and help them to realise 
what they can achieve. The range of skills 
that they can develop are transferable to 
many areas of their lives.

“Gunner has a calm and caring nature” 
said, Discovery Course Leader, Sharon 
Howell. “Having come from the terrible 
start he had, it’s remarkable how far 
this horse has come. He knows when 

the children are nervous and looks after 
them, a rescued horse paying it forward 
to rescue young people. Gunner is very 
popular and really enjoys the attention. 
He’s a really valuable team member.”

For more information about 
HorseWorld’s Discovery Courses 
please visit:  
www.horseworld.org.uk/discovery 
Gunner is also on our adoption scheme 
www.horseworld.org.uk/adopt 

HorseWorld 2018 Autumn / Winter Newsletter 10

Gunner on arrival

Gunner in training
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 A stable cat

Jay exploring the barns

Very comfy in the hay...

... and taking in the views

In 2013 HorseWorld adopted rescue 
cat Jay, he is a cat flu carrier and can’t 
live with other cats so HorseWorld 
gave him a chance. Jay now spends 
his days guarding the hay from 
rats and mice, catching spiders and 
having cuddles with the humans at 
HorseWorld, but he is very wary of the 
horses!

Earlier this year Jay dislocated his 
toe, he had to be rushed to the vets 
for X-rays. After love and care at vets 
he could come home. He had to stay 
inside and take tablets every day, 
which made him miserable. Just when 
we thought he was getting better 
he was diagnosed with a mysterious 
virus and was back to the vets yet 
again. This time it was more serious 
but fortunately, he was very brave and 
returned to us again, this time back to 
normal self and ready to get back to 
brightening up everyone’s day.

Jay is a beloved member of the team 
and without him HorseWorld wouldn’t 
be the same. Jay’s treatment wasn’t 
cheap, and we’re hoping that our 
supporters can help us by donating 
some towards his vet bills which 
reached £500. Jay may appear at our 
2019 open days to say thank you! 

with nine lives!



A HorseWorld Pin Badge  
£2.00

You can purchase items from our online shop at: 

www.horseworld.org.uk/shop
Alternatively you can fill out the order form on page 15

D HorseWorld 
Adoption Magnet 

£2.00C HorseWorld Adoption Keyring 
£2.00

B HorseWorld 
Adoption Coaster 

£2.00

HorseWorld Shop

Please specify which animal 
you would like

Please specify which animal 
you would like

Please specify which animal 
you would like

E Charity Christmas Cards  
£3.95

2 designs Pack of 10 F Bingo and Patty Charity 
Christmas Card  

£3.95
2 designs Pack of 10
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G HorseWorld Tote Bag 
£2.95
2 designs

U N I Q U E L Y  H A N D M A D E  I N  B R I S T O L

The Original

founded 1988

BBG A Drop Earrings
£28.95

BBG B Drop Necklace
£38.95

BBG D Heart Necklace
£41.95

BBG C Horsehead necklace
£38.95

H HorseWorld Tea Towel 
£3.99

I Commissioned Patty Painting 
£60.00 Suggested donation

Unique one-off painting created by our  
famous painting donkey Patty



2019
Open Days run  

10:30 to 16:00 on: 

n Saturday 13th April

n Saturday 22nd June

n Saturday 24th August

n Saturday 19th October
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www.horseworld.org.uk/adopt  l  Tel: 01275 893 020

Animal adoptions make great gifts 
and are a great way to support 

rescued horses

for your

Diary
Dates
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Make your gift go further with Gift Aid. I am a UK taxpayer and would like HorseWorld Trust to treat all donations that I have 
made in the past 4 years and any future donations as gift aid donations.  I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital 
Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year, it is my responsibility to pay any difference.  
(We currently reclaim 25%). Please notify us if you want to cancel this declaration, change your name or home address or if you 
no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.

  Signed:      Dated:

Data Protection: HorseWorld is committed to the confidentiality of your personal information. Personal data will be held and used in 
accordance with the data protection act 1998 and the General Data Protection Regulation 2018 and will not be shared with any third parties 
for commercial use. For more details visit www.horseworld.org.uk/privacy

PAYMENT
Please make cheques payable to HorseWorld, or please debit my card:

Cardholders name:

Type of card (delete as appropriate):     Visa     Mastercard     Switch/Delta

Card number: 3 digit security code:

Start date/valid from: Expires:    Issue number for Switch/Delta:

Cardholder’s signature:

Total as listed above

Postage & Packing (see chart on left)

Optional Donation

GRAND TOTAL

Postage & Packing
For orders up to:
£5 p&p is £1.50
£15 p&p is £3.00
£15+ p&p is £5.00
Signed for delivery,  add £2.00

Letter Code Product description Quantity Price per item Total £  

  

Your name

Your address

Postcode    Tel

Email

Alternatively use this Order and Donation Form
Please complete the donation and order form below by inserting the letter code, product name, quantity and 

price of each item. l Add together the total cost of the items ordered. l Don’t forget to add on postage and 

packaging. l Please consider supporting us by making a donation.  
l Please return to HorseWorld, Delmar Hall, Keynes Farm, Staunton Lane, Whitchurch, Bristol BS14 0QL  
l UK orders only. For international orders, please use our online shop. l We aim to complete all orders  

within 7 - 14 working days, or sooner if possible. l Thank you for your support.

The easiest way to order is online at www.horseworld.org.uk/shop

Products subject to availability. 



To: The Manager of                  Bank/Building Society

Name(s) of account holder(s):

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society – Please pay Charities Aid Foundation Direct Debits from the account detailed in the Instruction subject to the safeguards assured by 
the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this Instruction may remain with Charities Aid Foundation and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society.

Signed:                          Date:

Sort Code:                Account No:

Postcode:
FOR CAF OFFICIAL USE ONLY – This is not part of the instruction 
to your Bank/Building Society.  Date of first payment on or after:        /         /

Giving couldn’t be easier

Make your gift worth 25% more to us with Gift Aid
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made

  Today          In the past 4 years           In the future Please tick all boxes you wish to apply

I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year, it is my responsibility to pay any difference.  (We 
currently reclaim 25%).  Please notify us if you want to cancel this declaration, change your name or home address or if you no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.

Signed:                            Date:

Thank you for your kindness. Please send this completed instruction to: 
HorseWorld Trust, Delmar Hall, Keynes Farm, Staunton Lane, Whitchurch, Bristol BS14 0QL

Please complete

  I enclose a cheque/postal order (payable to HorseWorld Trust)

Please charge this amount to my   Visa      Mastercard     Maestro

Card No:

Expiry date

/

Start date

/

Issue No

3 digit security no

Single payment by card, cheque or postal order

The Direct Debit Guarantee  This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. 
• If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit CAF re: Horseworld Trust will notify you 10 working days in advance of your account being 
debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request CAF re: Horseworld Trust to collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the 
request • If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by CAF re: Horseworld Trust or your bank or building society, you are entitled to a full and immediate 
refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society • If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when CAF re: Horseworld Trust asks you to  
• You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. Please also notify us. Banks and 
Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account.

This guarantee should be detached and retained by the payer.

Data Protection – Horseworld is committed to the confidentiality of your personal information. Personal data will be held and used in accordance with the Data Protection 

Act 1998 and will not be shared with any third parties for commercial use. If you do not wish to receive further mailings from HorseWorld, please tick this box  

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit

Address:

I would like to make a regular donation of   £       Monthly     Yearly    Commencing:                        20/

Signed:                          Date:

Your email:

Name:

Address:

Postcode:

Tel no:

6  9  1  2  1  3

Service User No.

CAF, Kings Hill, West Mailing, Kent, ME19 4TA

per month         per year  

I wish to become a HorseWorld Champion from £5 per month  

Or a single donation of    £

Please fill in the Direct Debit section below

I wish to make a regular donation: 

£5      £10     £20     £50    £240   Or other      £
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